BALKAN WARS

ALKAN WAES, two con-
flicts between the coun-
tries of the Balkan
Peninsula, the second the
immediate outgrowth of
the first, and following it
immediately.

The First War. This
was a conflict between
Turkey and the allied
Balkan states, Bulgaria,
Montenegro, Serbia and
Greece. To understand
the underlying causes of

______________the war it is necessary to

remember that Turkey, in the early part of
the eighteenth century, had acquired pos-
session of the entire Balkan Peninsula, ex-
cept Montenegro. In the course of the nine-
teenth century Greece and Serbia became
independent and in 1908 Bulgaria's inde-
pendence was formally proclaimed. For
two centuries the Balkan Peninsula had been
the scene of almost continuous warfare,
sometimes merely internal, but more often
with Turkey. There still remained under
Turkish rule Macedonia and Albania, whose
inhabitants were allied by ties of race and
religion to the independent states of the
peninsula. Under Turkish rule the Alba-
nians and Macedonians, according to the
proclamation of King Ferdinand of Bulgaria,
had not been able "to obtain conditions of
life that are bearable. To succor the Chris-
tian population of Turkey remains to us no
other means than to turn to arms. Our
work is a just, a great and a sacred one*
With faith in the protection and support of
the Almighty ... I order the brave Bul-
garian army to march on to Turkish ter-
ritory." This was the spirit of all the Bal-
kan allies.

The war was begun by Montenegro on
October 8, 1912; nine days later Serbia and
Bulgaria were officially declared at war with
Turkey, and on the 18th Greece issued her
declaration. The allied troops, evidently
working out a definite plan, crossed the
Turkish borders at once. The Montenegrins
and Serbians marched on Scutari and
Monastir, the Bulgarians towards Adrian-
ople, and the Greeks on Janina and SalonikL
Monastir and Saloniki were captured in
November, 1912. By the end of the year the
Turks were confined to Constantinople and
several other strongly fortified cities. On
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December 3, an armistice was proclaimed
(except by Greece, whose troops continued
to besiege Janina). Delegates were sent to
a peace conference in London, but the de-
lays of the Turks so irritated the other dele-
gates that they withdrew from the con-
ference. Hostilities began again in Feb-
ruary. In March, Janina and Adrianople
were taken, and in April, Scutari. The
European powers, urged on by Austria,
compelled Montenegro to yield Scutari to
them, it being to their interest to make
Albania a single weak state rather than to
allow the allies to divide it among them. On
May 30, the Treaty of London, signed by
delegates from each of the countries in-
volved, ended the war. Each of the allies
received additional territory and Albania was
made a new kingdom-
The Allies against Bulgaria. Long be-
fore the Treaty of London was signed it was
clear that trouble was inevitable between the
Balkan allies. Bulgaria had made a definite
and secret arrangement with Serbia, but not
with Greece or Montenegro, as to the divi-
sion of conquered territory. Bulgaria first
came to blows in April over the possession of
Salonikij which was claimed by Bulgaria but
held by Greek troops. By June 30, 1913,
Bulgaria and Greece were openly at war.
On July 8, Serbia and Montenegro, and three
days later Rumania, also- declared war
against Bulgaria* Rumania, at the begin-
ning of the war, had been inclined to side
with Turkey, but had agreed to remain
neutral, with the understanding tbat it
should receive some compensation. Bulgaria
refused to accede to Rumania's demands for
a cession of territory, and Rumania replied
by a declaration of war and by sending
troops into the territory in dispute. At the
same time Turkish troops, disregarding the
Treaty of London, recaptured Adrianople and
most of the territory recently taken from
them by the Bulgarians, King Ferdinand,
deserted by all his allies and actually at war
with them, was compelled to sue for peace*
By the treaty of Bucharest, ratified on Au-
gust 25, Bulgaria agreed to the terms as dic-
tated by the other countries^ thereby losing
much of the territory gained by the "war with
Turkey,
Summary. The table below summarizes
the net result of the two wars, so far as it
can be measured in territory and population*
Eaek country gained &s follows: